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The GE Subgroup (Jeff Higgins and Brent Sargent) has completed the following work this summer. 

 

1) Educated Person Outcomes.  During spring and summer 2018, we consolidated the B.S. 

General Education Outcomes into nine outcomes and have renamed the outcomes the 

Vermont Tech Educated Person Outcomes EPOs), to better capture the fact that the 

outcomes go beyond general education to include program learning and to indicate that 

these outcomes should be a part of every student’s collegiate learning experience, 

whether at the associate or baccalaureate level, albeit at different levels of proficiency. 

We also discussed whether the outcomes should include more specific and measurable 

wording (Bloom verbs) and recommend that they remain flexible so they may be 

interpreted and measured, as appropriate, by each program department and at each 

level of proficiency (A.S. and B.S.). 

Next Step.  Approval by Faculty Assembly for both AS and BS. 

2) School of General Education.  Upon approval of the School of General Education (SGE) 

by the summer Academic Planning Group, the GE Sub Group proposed a draft Mission 

Statement for the SGE. 

Next Step.  Review and approval by SGE Faculty 

 

3) List of courses that may satisfy each of the EPOs.  Faculty from the three SGE 

departments have provided initial input to determining which courses in their 

departments would likely include summative assessment of each of the first seven EPOs.  

A matrix of those course has been assembled.  Preliminary input from the Co-Chair of 

the Business Department has also been received regarding Business Courses that would 

assess various EPOs. 

 

Next Steps.   

a. A complete and comprehensive matrix must be compiled, reviewed, 

and approved by the each SGE department and the Business 

Department. 

b. Other Program Department courses which assess EPOs must be 

identified from the Kidder Outcomes Matrix and included in the SGE 

Matrix. 

c. During fall 2018 – spring 2019 specific course EPO assessment activities 

must be identified and discussed with SGE faculty (and measurement 

rubrics created as appropriate). 



d. SGE and other faculty must be trained to include and assess these 

activities. 

e. Course outlines and syllabi must be amended to include indicators of 

EPO assessments. 

 

4) Preliminary assessment of EPOs in spring 2018 INT 1005 classes completed by 

students, faculty, and GE Sub Group.   At the end of the spring 2018 semester, a 

student survey was distributed to completers of INT 1005 Self, Career, and Culture 

soliciting the students’ perceptions of the degree to which the nine EPOs were covered 

and “learned” in the INT 1005 course.   

 

The cumulative data from those surveys was compiled and preliminarily reviewed by the 

GE Sub Group. 

 

Next Step.   

a. Results of the survey must be distributed to all INT 1005 faculty. 

b. Discussions of thoughts and reactions solicited from faculty. 

c. Discussions of changes and improvements to the course must be discussed by the 

faculty and implemented as appropriate. 

 

5) 3000-Level Humanities and Social Sciences “Survey” courses completed, mapped to 

EPOs, piloted and evaluated in spring 2019.  Work is well underway on the 

development of two courses.  Completi9on and initial review by the English, Humanities, 

and Social Sciences Department to be conducted in fall 2018.  Pilot offerings planned for 

spring 2018.  Review and assessment of the courses’ efficacy, especially vis a vis the 

EPOs, due summer 2019.  Determination of need for Bookend II also summer 2019. 

 

 

Other possible actions (not currently recommended) 

 

I. Bloom verbs or expected levels of proficiency at AS or BS level for the EPOs. 

II. A differentiation within the list of courses where EPO proficiency is assessed 

whether the course will assess the outcomes at an Introductory (I) or Fully Proficient 

(P) Level.    

III. Rubric or Proficiency expectation developed for any EPO to be assessed 

IV. A decision on the need for Bookend II. 


